Factors influencing the use of primary care physicians and public health departments for childhood immunization.
The purpose of the study was to examine factors influencing the use of primary care physicians and public health departments for childhood immunization for patients in rural and urban areas. A telephone survey employing probability sampling (random digit dialing) was conducted to obtain data from a sample of adults (> or = 18 years) living in Kentucky. Data are from 97 households with children under age 5 living in the home. The majority of the respondents (95%) reported that their children had received immunizations. The primary locations for receipt of immunizations were the health department (51%) and a primary care physician's office (37%). Sixty-five percent of those who used the health department for childhood immunizations reported that they did so for financial reasons. Individuals who received immunizations from the health department were more likely than those who received them at a primary care physician's office to have incomes at or below the poverty level and live in a rural area. The results of a logistic regression computed on use of the health department or primary care physician for immunizations indicated rural/urban residence as the only significant predictor, with urban residents 3.7 times more likely than rural residents to receive immunizations from a primary care physician. These results suggest that many families in rural areas have primary care physicians, but use the health department for their routine childhood immunizations. The results support previous data which indicate that delivery of childhood immunizations by primary care physicians is less available to rural than urban individuals.